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Delivery issues

While the change in regime at the centre had many raising their
expectations and hopes for a radical change in the outlook of
the central government from that of a welfarist nature to that
of an industrialized one in consonance with the assurances and
promises made by the present prime minister during the
campaigns, what has played out in reality has left many with a
bitter aftertaste even before the first five-year term is over.
Doubts and suspicions of the NDA government following the path
much trodden by the UPA government has already reared its ugly
head, and with it the inherent uncomfortable feeling that the
initial euphoria and celebrations have been a little too premature.
There is no dearth of welfare schemes catering to almost every
aspect of a citizen’s life: livelihood, health, security, education,
food- you name it, there ought to be a scheme which is in force
or, in the rarest of circumstances, being drawn up and ready for
implementation. The most imperative question one would have
to try to answer next is: despite the show of persistence in
continuing with the plethora of social security and welfare
schemes, what is the level of efficiency of such schemes? In
other words, how far has these schemes been able to benefit
the intended beneficiaries?

Taking into account the protracted allegations of mismanagement
and siphoning of resources intended for the real beneficiaries
which is perhaps as old as the schemes, it becomes clear that
the real fault lies not with the intent or objective, but with the
delivery mechanism which leaves much to be worked on. In short,
the mechanisms in place at present to effect implementation of
these welfare and security schemes needs to be reviewed in
earnest to plug any loopholes in the system, and there are lots
more than the authorities would care to admit at this juncture.
Newer and more effective systems of checks and balances need
to be introduced immediately to ensure greater efficiency in
delivery.

The most effective system, however, would be for the
beneficiaries to be made aware of the benefits being extended
to them by the central and state governments and the exact
details of such benefits. Raising the awareness of the intended
targets as well as devising a system where their complaints and
grievances can be addressed at the shortest time while fixing
responsibilities and accountabilities for each part of the chain
will bring down the instances of pilferage, misappropriations
and deliberate siphoning of resources and benefits to a
manageable level. The beneficiaries need to be made to
understand that these welfare and security measures are not
merely another run-on-the mill regular programs of the
government, but are aimed at bringing down the restraints of
daily needs on the poor and the needy so that their days can be
more gainfully utilized. The beneficiaries need to make
themselves feel empowered enough to demand the proper and
effective implementation of the schemes. The development and
progress of the country depends as much on the proactive
participation of the marginalized and needy citizens as it is on

drawing up efficient and inclusive plans and schemes.
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The Himalayan Debacle

By: Lt Gen (Retd) SK Sinha Ram Das Daulat Ram the Governoorganisation external defence preparedness in the
October 20 was the fiftieth of Assam and responsible for NEF intelligence. Himalayas, things could have been
anniversary of our Himalayan Pearlto send a column to establishAdequate military intelligence aboutset right and the 1962 war
HarbourThe humiliation of a highly India’s sway ovefTawang, which China or Tibet was not available.prevented. Instead, he sulked and
professional army of two centurieslay South of the MacMohan Line. The fact that the Chinese woefullybecame a lame duck Chief for his
standing, with an outstanding warThe Lhasa Government had beefacked suitable airfields in Tibet wasremaining tenure.

record in battles fought over collecting revenue fronTawang known to US intelligence but we in General Thapar took over from him
different continents, stunned thefrom before China occupation of India were perhaps unaware of thisand was the Chief during the 1962
world. During the two world wars, Tibet. Mullick had an antArmy bias and war. Lt GenThorat was Eastermy
the IndianArmy earned a very Major Bob Cutting, a brave Nagafuelled the politiciarg fear of the CommandeHe had won a gallantry
enviable reputation among theerstwhile army dfcer, was then man on horseback. The bureaucracaward as a battalion commander in
Allied armies. serving in IRAS, later absorbed inreinforced this for its vested the battle of Kangaw and again in
Winston Churchill referred to the IAS. He was then posted at Bomdilanterests, marginalising the military Korea as Commander of the
over two million IndianArmy in  and given the task of establishingn decision making. The Service Custodian Force. He wanted to
laudatory terms, describing it as thecontrol overTawang. He departed Chiefs did not interact directly with hold a defensive line based on
largest volunteer army known to with a company ohssam Rifles and the Prime Minister Tawang-Bomdial-Along These
history Having seen the prelude toa large number of porters forDetails about senigkrmy officers  place being at road heads, we would
the 1962 war from close quarters affawang, along a ditult mountain at the helm on the eve of the 196e better placed administratively
the highest level, | shall recount howfoot track. It took him nearly two war and during the course of it, arethan the Chinese advancing a
theArmy had started hurtling down weeks to reach his destinatit¥ith ~ also relevant. General Thimayya washundred miles from the border
towards an abyss from 1959 or evera show of force and tact, he got théheArmy Chief till a year before that dependent on foot or mule tracks in
earlier Tibetan officials to accept Indianwar broke out. He was a very mountainous terrain.

Lt Gen BM Kaul andAir Vice control overTawang. Had he not professional and charismatic Thorat had planned small listening
Marshal Harjinder Singh were bothdone so, todayawang would have military leader He was the only posts covering the approach tracks
favourites of Defence Minister today been in occupation of Chinalndian who had commanded anear the bordeiThese posts were
Krishna Menon and had directNehru had no prior information of brigade in battle during the Secondtrip wire posts to give early warning
access to him. Besides, Generathis move and was upset when h&orld War. He did so in the hardest and not to put up any fightvell
Kaul was very close to Prime heard of it. He felt that it would ruffle fought Battle of Kangaw in Burma behind this line would be a line of
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. The first diplomatic feathersAnyway, the againstthe Japanese, earning a higtovering troops in good tactical
three days of that war followed by adeed had been done and he had gallantry award. In the battle of Zoji positions to gain time and impose
lull of nearly three weeks and thenreconcile to it. La in Kashmirhe used tanks to breakattrition. They were then to
the total disaster in the last threeAfter the 1962 warHenderson through the 10,000 feet high passwithdraw to the well stocked main
days. Brooks-Bhagat report examined théhis was the first time in military defences which were to be held at
The strong defences at Se La wereourse of operations and théhistory that tanks were used at thagll costs to the last man and defeat
abandoned by 4 Infantry Division. reasons for our debacle. Fifty yearfeight. | am an eye witness tothe enemy offensive.

It withdrew without putting up a have now elapsed and this reporti§himayya as the Divisional Thoratretired a year before the 1962
fight. It was the same Division which still under wraps. It is generally Commander leading the assault in avar. The third General holding a key
in the SecondWorld War was believed that Neville Maxwell had tank. appointment at that time was Lt Gen
regarded as the ace divisiorAifed ~ access to the report. His bookAs Chairman of the Neutral NationsL P Sen who had also won a
armies during the NortAfrican India’s ChinaWar, is based onit. Repatriation Commission in Korea,gallantry award commanding a
campaign. It had played a key roleA look at the top personalitieshe earned international fame. Nobattalion in the battle of Kangaw
in the historic battle of EAlamein.  involved in the run up to the 1962General with better credentials hadOn 7 November 1947 as Brigade
The Chinese pursued thedisaster is revealing. Jawaharlabecome theArmy Chief. Yet Commandethe rourted the invading
demoralised and routed DivisionNehru was a great colossus. Th&himayya was not familiar with the Pakistan forces in the decisive battle
down to the foothills neafezpur people had full faith in his judgementways of politics and politicians. He of Shelatang on the outskirts of
The war ended with China declaringand no one dared express contraftyad strong difference with Krishna Srinagar That saved Srinagar and
unilateral cease fires and theirviews. Nehru trusted KrishnaMenon which got aggravated byliberated thé/alley. Over the years
withdrawing to the MacMohan Menon implicitly and had a blind the promotion of Maj Gen Kaul to his family problems had broken him
Line. The nation$ faith in the spot for him. Both Nehru andLt Gen and his posting as QMG inand he was now a different man. He
impregnability of the Himalayas, the Menon firmly believed that ChinaArmy Headquarters againstwas EasterrArmy Commander
infallibility of our foreign policy and  will never go to war with India. Thimayyas recommendations. during the 1962 war

the invincibility of ourArmy lay Menon was said to have been a reldaul as his Chief of Staffin Korea Lt Gen Kaul with no combat
shattered. card holder He was a highly used to bypass him and exploit hissxperience and from a non combat
A few weeks before he died, ailingintelligent person but very abrasiveconnection with Jawaharlal Nehru.wing service of theArmy was
Sardar Patel wrote a very perceptivavith his juniors and those whoThimayyas resignation in 1959 appointed the field commander in
letter to Jawaharlal Nehru on 17opposed himAs Defence Minister caused a nationwide stiNehru NEFA to fight the Chinese. During
December 1950, warning him abouthe would deal directly with junior persuaded him to withdraw histhe run up to that war and its
Chinese intentions and the need tofficers short circuiting the normalresignation, pointing out that Field conduct, our competent and combat
make suitable defence preparationshain of command. He hadMarshalAyub Khan was transiting experienced senior military
it Himalayas. Nehru was then infavourites  and promotedthrough Delhi and his resignationcommanders, were rendered
t rip of Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai factionalism. He showed little will send out a wrong message ineffective. The individual gallantry
euphoria. He did not attach muchregard for Service Chiefs. tarnishing Indias image. Later of our soldiers in the prevailing
importance to this letteHowever Bhola Nath Mullik was an Nehru castigated him in thecircumstances was of no avail.
the Minister of State for Defence, outstanding Director IntelligenceParliament. He failed to resign overHowever under competent military

for

Washington, July 18:The US In terms of ugency the US was Himmat Singhji was asked to chair aBureau, whose forte was internathis. This seriously damagedleadership in thaVest, theArmy
resumed airstrikes against themost concerned about the countegommittee to examine the issue. Hisntelligence. He had become thefhimayya’s reputation and did gave a good account of itseif in

Islamic State (IS) after Turkey IS fight and its partnership withreport is not now traceable.

Man Friday of Jawaharlal Nehst immense harm to thermy. Had he Ladakh.Courtesy :Asia Defence

opened its airbase which was closedurkey in the fight, Dunford added.|t is said that Sardar Patel asked Jahat time there was no dedicatedesigned again citing lack of News International(ADNI)

in the wake of a failed attemptedThe border area between Turke:
and Syria was critical, as foreign|
Speaking to reporters onboard hidighters and money flow across thg

coup on July 16.

plane after a visit té\fghanistan, border Dunford noted.

Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of“The Turkish-Syrian border is
Staff, General Joseph Dunford,important to isolate the battlefield
confirmed the reopening of thein Syria,” he said, adding “and so
Incirlik Air Base inTurkey, Xinhua ~ we’re watching that pretty closely

news agency reported on Mondaytoo.”

National & International News |

to suggestions like one state-onepproached the apex court wittAmong the most sensational
New Delhi, July 18:The Supreme vote, age and tenure cap on officeregard to the implementation ofsuggestions of the Lodha panel was

“We resumed flight operations, andDunford expressed relief thatCourt will today pronounce its bearers and CAG nominee on itd.odha panel recommendations irthe one on legalising betting. It felt

order on the issue ofboard. BCCI that the move would help curb

SC order on Lodha panel recommendations on BCCI toda

airspace is opened back up—Turkey “bounced back pretty
business as usual,” Dunford toldquickly”in the first 24 hours in terms
Pentagon reporters, adding theref facilitating operations in Syria.

implementation of Justice R M The apex court-appointed LodhaThe three-member panel, als@orruption in the game and
Lodha panel recommendations olCommittee had on January 4comprising former apex court judgesecommended that except for

are no plans to change the US forc@urkey closed the airspace of thdnassive structural reforms in BCCl.recommended sweeping reformsAshok Bhan and R V Raveendranplayers and officials, people

posture inTurkey.

“Our relationship with Turkey as a power supply following Fridag

Incirlik Air Base and cut commercial A Pench of Chief Justice T S Thakurand an administrative shake-up ahad suggested that one unit shoulshould be allowed to place bets on

and Justice F M | Kalifulla had the troubled BCCI, suggesting thatrepresent only one state, whileregistered websites.

Nato ally is broad—politically military coup attempt, in which at reserved its verdict on June 30 afteministers be barred from occupyingtaking away the voting rights of Among other steps, the panel said
economically and from a securityleast 290 people iHcIuding 190@ Mmarathon session of over a dozepositions, a cap put on the age anthstitutional and city-based units.that to ensure transparency in

perspective,” he said. civilians, were killed.
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hearings. tenure of the office-bearers andit suggested restructuring of theBCCls functioning, it was
During the hearing which startedlegalising betting. BCCls administrative set-up andimportant to bring the body under
in March this yearBCCl had been Some of the state cricketproposeda CEO torundaily affairehe purview of the RI Act,
averse to some of theassociations, former players Kirtiof the Board who will be something that the Board has
recommendations of Justice R MAzad, Bishen Singh Bedi andaccountable to a nine-membervehemently opposed in the past
Lodha led-panel and had objectedricket administrators also apex council. citing autonomy

RS condemns violence, terror attacks across globe

PTI in Istanbul, suicide bomber attacksdetermination and to reiterate ouof solidarity with the government
New Delhi, July 18:Rajya Sabha in Kabul and Baghdad, terrorcall to the global community to and the people of these countries in
today condemned “senseless andttacks in Nice, Dhaka, Jeddahunitedly combat and eliminate thetheir hour of grief,” he said.
barbaric” acts of violence in variousQatif and the holy city of Madinah scourge of terrorism from the The House also expressed grief over
parts of the world, including Francehave stunned the world, he said. world”". several deaths due to natural
and Bangladesh, and called upotiThese senseless and barbaric actBhe loss of innocent lives and injurycalamities like cloudbursts, floods
the global community to unitedly of violence across the world haveto hapless people in all these tragiand lightning strikes ifArunachal
combat terrorism. shaken the conscience of humanityncidents is indeed outrageous an®radesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
Rajya Sabha Chairman Hamidat large and are a grim reminder thatondemnable, the Chairman said. Himachal Pradesh, Assam,
Ansari referred to terror attacks inthe tentacles of terrorism are slowly*This House joins me in expressingMaharashtra, Uttarakhand, Madhya
various parts of globe in June andspreading all over the globe. Theseur deep sorrow and sympathy anéradesh and some other parts of the
July, which claimed several lives andgrowing terror acts are deplorableheartfelt condolences on the lossesountry during June and July

left several others maimed andand deserve to be condemned,%uffered by the friendly people of The members rose in their places
injured. Ansari said. Turkey, Afghanistan, Iraq, and observed silence as mark of
Manifestation of terror in the form He said such acts only re-affirm “ourBangladesh, SaudArabia and respect to the memory of those who
of gunfights and bomb explosionsresolve to fight terrorism with France and reiterate Indsastand lost their lives in these tragedies.
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